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CUDWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1949. 


To  the  CHAIRMAN  and  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CUDWORTH 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  Services  of  the 
Cudworth  Urban  District  for  the  year  1949. 

Generally  speaking,  as  the  report  shows,  the  health  of  the  area 
has  been  satisfactory  during  the  year. 

A most  pleasing  feature  of  the  Report  is  the  fall  in  the  death-rate 
from  Diarrhoea  in  infants  under  2 years.  In  1948  the  death  rate 
from  this  disease  was  20.30  per  1,000  live  births  compared  with  a 
rate  of  3.3  for  England  and  Wales.  In  1949  the  death  rate  was  6.25 
per  1,000  live  births  compared  with  a rate  of  3 for  England  and 


Wales. 


Another  pleasant  feature  of  the  report  is  the  fall  in  the  death 
rate  in  infants  under  1 year  of  age.  In  1948  the  Infant  Mortality 
Rate  for  Cudworth  was  51  compared  with  a rate  of  34  for  England 
and  Wales.  In  1949  the  rate  for  Cudworth  was  38  compared  with 
a rate  of  32  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  disease  during  the  year  gave  no  cause 
for  alarm. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  in  Acres 
Population,  1931 
Estimated  Population,  1949 
Number  of  Inhabitated  Houses 
Rateable  Value  as  at  1 4 '49  . 

Product  of  a Id.  rate  . . 


1,745 
9,514 
8,613 
2,500 
..  ;C29,760 
;{:il0  14s.  Id. 


Water  Supply. 

Supplied  by  Barnsley  County  Borough  from  reservoirs  at 
Ingbirchworth  and  Midhope,  nr.  Penistone. 

BIRTHS. 

During  1949,  89  male  and  71  female  births  were  registered, 
making  a total  of  160  Births.  Of  this  total  2 male  and  1 female  births 
were  illegitimate.  In  1948  a total  of  197  births  were  registered. 

Live  Births.  M.  F. 


Legitimate  . . 
Illegitimate  . . 


87 

2 


70 

1 


Total 


89 


71 


Still  Births. 
Legitimate  . . 
Illegitimate  . . 

Total 

Death  of  Infants  under 
I Year. 

l.egitimate  . . 
Illegitimate  . . 


M.  F. 

1 I 


1 1 

.\L  F. 

3 2 

1 


Total  . . . . . . . . 4 2 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

^rVaths  under  I year  per  LOOO  live  binhs.'> 

During  I'M*)  a total  of  6 deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  oceurred, 
consisting  of  4 males  and  2 female  children.  The  Infant  Mortality 
Rate  was  38  per  1,000  live  births.  In  l‘>48,  10  deaths  under  1 N'ear 
occurred  with  a rate  of  51  per  1,000  live  births.  In  WT,  15  deaths 
of  infants  under  1 year  occurred  with  a .Monality  Rate  of  81  per  LOOO 
registered  live  births. 

Causes  of  death  in  1949  ; — 

Premature  Birth  . . . . . . . . 3 

Gas tro- Enteritis  . . . . . . . . 1 

Broncho-pneumonia  . . . . . . 2 


Premature  Births. 

There  were  8 Premature  Births  notitied  during  the  year.  Of 
this  total  3 died.  Four  Premanire  babies  were  bom  at  lK*me  and 
four  in  Hospital. 


Gastro- Enteritis. 

The  position  regarding  Gastro-enteritis  has  improvev.1.  There 
was  1 death  tfom  the  o'ndition  in  l'M9.  In  1948  there  were  4 deaths. 


.Maternal  .Mortality. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  N'ear. 
DE.\THS. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  causes  of  Death  and  is  amendev^l 


for  inward  and  outward  transfers  ; — 

.M. 

F. 

Total. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

0 

0 

0 

Cerebiv  Spinal  Fever  . . . . 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Whov^'ping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  S>'stem 

0 

1 

1 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . 

0 

1 

1 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

0 

0 

0 

Innuenza 

0 

0 

0 

.Measles  . . . . . . . , . . 

0 

0 

0 

.Acute  Polio- .Myel.  and  Polio-Enceph. 

0 

0 

0 

.Acute  Inf.  Enceph. 

Cancer  of  Buc.  Cav.  and  Oseph  Uterus  vF"* 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . 

3 

3 

0 

Cancer  of  Hreast 
Cancer  of  all  other  sites 
Diabetes  , . 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 
Heart  Diseases  . , 

Other  Diseases  of  Circ.  System 

Hronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Dufxlenum 
Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 
Appc-ndicitis 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 
Nephritis 

Puerperal  and  Post-Abrjrt.  Sepsis 
Other  Maternal  Causes 
Premature  Birth 

Om.  Mai.  Birth  Inj.  Infant  Diseases 
Suicide  . . 

Road  Traffic  Accidc-nts 
Other  Violent  Causes  , . 

All  Other  Causes 


M. 

0 

1 

1 

0 

14 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

4 

6 


r. 

1 

1 

1 

12 

7 

2 

5 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

11 


Total 

1 

2 

2 

12 

21 

3 

7 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

5 

17 


Totals  . , . . 4()  49  H9 


PREVAI.BNCK  OF  INFFICTIOUS  DISEASE. 
Notifiable  disea.ses  other  than  Tuberculosis  during  1949. 
Scarlet  Fever. 

30  Ceases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year  and 
27  of  these  were  treated  in  hospital.  In  1948,  19  cases  were  notified. 

Diphtheria. 

2 Cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year  and  both  were 
admitted  to  hospital.  This  compares  with  3 cases  in  1948, 

Measles. 

82  cases  were  reported  comparing  with  59  cases  in  1948. 
Erysipelas. 

'I'here  were  7 cases  of  Erysipelas  agaiast  2 cases  in  1948. 
Whooping  Cough. 

28  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified.  In  1948  there  were 
17  cases. 

Pneumonia. 

4 cases  of  pneumonia  were  notified  and  one  was  admitted  to 
hospital.  In  1948,  11  cases  were  notified. 

Meningitis. 

One  case  was  notified  and  was  admitted  to  hospital.  There 
were  no  cases  in  1948. 

Polioencephalitis. 

One  case  was  admitted  to  hospital  as  Polioencephalitis  but  the 
diagnosis  was  not  confirmed. 
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EPIDEMIOLOGY. 


Notifiable  Diseases 
other  than  Tuberculosis. 

Number 

Notified. 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

30 

27 

-- 

Measles  . . 

82 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

7 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

28 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

— 

Pneumonia 

4 

1 

— 

Meningitis 

1 

1 

— 

Polioencephalitis* 

1 

1 

— 

* The  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed. 


The  following  table  gives  the  Age  Distribution  of  cases  of 
Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  : — 


Notifiable 

Diseases. 

0-1 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

65  & 
over. 

Total. 

Scarlet  Fever 



13 

17 



- 



30 

Measles  . . 

6 

51 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

82 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

— 

7 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

19 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

28 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Pneumonia 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Meningitis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

(1)  Number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at  the  1st  January,  1949  ; — 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

Male.  Female.  Male.  Female.  Total. 

5 11  6 2 24 

(2)  No.  of  cases  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1949  : — 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

Male.  Female.  Male.  Female.  Total. 

5 16  7.2  30 

(3)  No.  of  new  notifications  received  during  the  year  : — 

Pulmonary  7 Total  9.  (9  in  1947  and  1948). 

Non-Pulmonary  2 i 

(4)  Total  number  of  cases  removed  from  Register  during  1949  15 

(5)  No.  of  cases  admitted  to  Sanatoria  in  1949  . . . . 7 

(6)  No.  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  : — 

Pulmonary  11  Total  2.  (5  in  1948;  8 in  1947). 

Non-Pulmonary  1 / 

(7)  No.  of  cases  added  to  Register  other  than  by  notification. . 4 
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(8)  Distribution  of  Notifications : — 


Age. 

Sex. 

Occupation. 

U 

F. 

Infant. 

16 

F. 

Spinner. 

23 

F. 

Housewife. 

5 

M. 

Scholar. 

27 

F. 

Housewife. 

2 

M. 

Infant. 

29 

F. 

Housewife. 

20 

F. 

Electrical  Engineer. 

23 

F. 

Sweeper — Blouse  Factory. 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Routine  School  Medical  Inspections  were  carried  out  in  the  area 
by  Dr.  S.  G.  A.  Henri ques  at  the  following  schools  : — 

Cudworth  Modem  Girls’  School. 

Cudworth  Snydale  Road  J.M,  School. 

Cudworth  Pontefract  Road  J.M.  School. 

Cudworth  Snydale  Road  Infants’  School. 

Cudworth  Pontefract  Road  Infants’  School. 

Cudworth  R.C.  J.M.  & I.  School. 


Summary  of  Defects  found  at  the  School  Medical  Inspections  ; — 


School  Visited. 

No. 

seen. 

Ocular. 

ENT. 

Heart. 

Lungs. 

Ortho- 

paedic. 

Others. 

No. 
Passed 
on  for 
T reat- 
ment. 

Cudworth  Modern 
Girls 

62 

21 

14 

4 

4 

7 

17 

15 

Snydale  Road 

J.M 

270 

96 

90 

12 

70 

29 

51 

92 

Pontefract  Road 
J.M 

249 

62 

18 

5 

6 

8 

15 

71 

Snydale  Road 
Infants 

224 

20 

9 

2 

6 

_ 

4 

28 

Pontefract  Road 
Infants 

197 

14 

21 

1 

6 

8 

20 

32 

Cudworth  R.C. 

J.M.  & I. 

244 

58 

21 

6 

9 

7 

48 

63 

Totals 

1246 

271 

173 

30 

101 

59 

155 

301 

5. 


School  Clinics. 


St.  George’s  Hall, 

Each 

No.  of 

Total 

Cudworth. 

Tuesday, 

individual 

attendances. 

Dr.  A.  Reeves. 

Miss  M.  D.  Leslie. 
Mrs.  L.  A.  Benfell. 

10  a.m.  to 

12  noon. 

attendances 
during  1949. 
115 

312 

Oculist  Clinic. 

No.  of  children  examined  . . 

. . 23! 

No.  for  whom  glasses  were  prescribed  ..  ..  ..  112 


Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

No.  of  individual  children  examined  . . . . . . 40 


Paediatric  Clinics. 

No.  of  individual  children  examined  . . . . . . 41 


Child  Guidance  Clinics. 

No.  of  individual  children  examined  . . . . . . 3 


Chest  Clinics. 

No.  of  individual  children  examined  . . . . . . 23 


Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinics. 

No.  of  individual  children  examined  . . . . . . 10 
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Cudworth  Urban  District. 

PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1949 
Based  on  the  Registrar  General’s  Figures. 


Cudworth 

Urban 

District. 

Aggregate 

West 

Riding 

Urban 

Districts. 

West 

Riding 

Admins. 

County. 

England 

and 

Wales 

(Provisional 

Figures). 

BIRTH  RATE 

(per  1,000  estimated  population) 

18.6 

16.8 

17.2 

16.7 

DEATH  RATE  (all  per  1,000 
estimated  population)  : — 

All  Causes 

10.3 

12.5 

12.1 

11.7 

* Zymotic  Diseases  (seven 
principal) 

.12 

.08 

.08 

* ♦ 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System  . . .... 

.12 

.32 

.32 

.40 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . 

.12 

.05 

.05 

.05 

t Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding 
Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System) 

1.16 

1.48 

.44 

* ♦ 

Cancer 

1.16 

1.88 

1.81 

1.87 

1 1 Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases 

2.79 

4.36 

4.19 

♦ 4: 

INFANT  MORTALITY 
(Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000 
live  births) 

38 

37 

38 

32 

DIARRHOEA 

(Deaths  in  infants  under  2 years 
of  age  per  1,000  live  births 

6.25 

3.01 

3.27 

3 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 
(Deaths  of  mothers  in  childbirth 
per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  : 
Pu  erperal  Sepsis 

.15 

.15 

.22 

Other  Causes  . . 

— 

.60 

.68 

.76 

Totals 

— 

.75 

.83 

.98 

* Combined  death  rate  from  Small  Pox  (if  any).  Scarlet  Fever,  Enteric 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough, 'also  Diarrhoea  in 
infants  under  2 years  of  age. 

t Combined  death  rate  from  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  other 
Respiratory  Diseases  excluding  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory 
System. 

i t Combined  death  rate  from  Heart  Diseases  and  other  Diseases  of 
the  Circulatory  System. 

* * Figures  not  available. 
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CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 


Staff : Domiciliary  Midwives — Nurses  Iveson  and  Hughes. 

No.  of  Domiciliary  confinements  attended  by  Midwives  during 
1949 : 89. 


Child  Welfare  Centres. 

St.  George’s  Hall,  Wednesday, 

Cud  worth.  10 — 12 

Dr.  Scott.  2 to  4 p.m. 

Miss  M.  D.  Leslie. 

No.  of  Infant  Welfare  Sessions 


No.  of 
children  who 
attended 
during  year. 
432 

each  week  — 


Total 

attendances. 
Under  Over 
1 yr.  1 yr. 
3,265  1,321 

2. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

St.  George’s  Hall,  No.  of  women  Total  No.  of 

Cudworth.  Friday,  who  attended  attendances 

Dr.  Scott.  10  to  12  a.m.  during  the  made  by 

Miss  M.  D.  Leslie.  year.  women  during 

Mrs.  L.  R.  Benfell.  199  the  year. 

780 

Post-Natal  attendances  during  the  year  — 37. 


Home  Nursing. 

Miss  Leach  resigned  on  June  25th,  1949,  and  was  replaced  on 
July  25th  by  Miss  D.  Power.  Miss  Leach  was  extremely  popular 
in  the  district  and  her  departure  was  much  regretted  by  everybody. 

The  total  number  of  new  cases  undertaken  in  1949  for  the  area 
was  108. 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  to  patients  during  1949 
was  3,157. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  area  is  served  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  County 
Medical  Offices,  Wood  Street,  Wakefield. 


Hospital — Isolation. 

Patients  are  admitted  to  the  Kendray  Hospital. 

Hospital — General. 

The  Beckett  and  St.  Helen’s  Hospital,  Barnsley,  the  Jessop 
Hospital,  the  Royal  Hospital  and  Royal  Infirmary,  Sheffield,  and  the 
County  General,  Wakefield,  supply  the  needs  of  the  area. 

Maternity  Home  Accommodation. 

The  majority  of  patients  are  admitted  to  the  St.  Helen  Maternity 
Home.  Before  July  5th,  1948,  accommodation  was  available  at  several 
County  Maternity  Homes.  Accommodation  must  now  be  found 
within  the  Sheffield  Region,  and  patients  from  Cudworth  who  pre- 
viously went  to  Walton  Hall  and  the  County  General  may  not  do 
so  now  as  both  these  Homes  are  in  the  Leeds  Region. 
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Home  Help  Service. 

The  number  of  cases  attended  by  Home  Helps  during  the  year 
was  as  follows  : — 


(a) 

Illness  . . 

8 

(b) 

Expectant  Mothers 

1 

ic) 

Lying-in  period 

12 

(d) 

Mental  Defects 

— 

(e) 

Aged 

5 

(/) 

Child  not  over  compulsory  school  age 

— 

CONCLUSION. 

This  will  be  my  last  report  to  you  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
As  you  know,  I was  the  first  whole-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
appointed  for  the  Area  and  have  combined  my  duties  with  those  of 
Divisional  Medical  Officer,  West  Riding  County  Council.  During 
the  past  3 years  a scheme  of  divisional  administration  for  the  Preventive 
Medical  Services  has  been  introduced  in  the  area.  Generally 
speaking,  I think  the  scheme  has  worked  well. 

Its  success  has  been  due  in  large  measure  to  the  close  co-operation 
which  has  been  given  to  me  by  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  Depart- 
ment, to  the  courtesy,  kindness  and  consideration  which  I have  at 
all  times  received  from  local  Councillors  and  Officials  and  finally,  to 
the  loyalty  and  support  which  I have  received  from  my  staff. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  REEVES, 

Medical  Ojficer  of  Health. 
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CUDWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  1949. 


To  Dr.  A.  REEVES,  M.A.,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Divisional  Medical  Officer 

of  Health,  and  to  the  CHAIRMAN  and  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
CUDWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  requirement  of  the  Sanitary  Officers 
(Outside  London)  Regulations  1935,  I have  pleasure  in  submitting 
an  annual  report  for  the  year  1949  on  the  duties  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  your  consideration,  and  I hope,  your  approval. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Water  supplied  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes  continued 
to  be  supplied  by  the  County  Borough  Council  of  Barnsley  and  to  be 
distributed  by  the  Urban  District  Council.  There  appears  to  have 
been  no  increase  in  the  cost  of  the  water  supply,  it  being  approximately 
Is.  4|d.  per  thousand  gallons.  The  sources  from  which  the  supply  is 
obtained  are  the  Ingbirchworth  and  Midhope  Reservoirs  owned  by 
the  County  Borough  and  situate  in  the  Penistone  area. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  and  again  in  the  late  summer  the 
Council  were  warned  by  the  undertakers  that  the  strictest  economies 
in  water  consumption  should  be  effected  and  leaflets  were  distributed 
to  each  household  seeking  the  community’s  co-operation  for  cutting 
down  water  consumption.  From  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  con- 
gratulations and  thanks  of  the  Council  were  extended  to  the  house- 
holders for  their  outstanding  co-operation.  There  was,  on  each 
occasion,  considerable  saving  in  consumption  and  the  need  to  have 
intermittent  water  supplies  was  avoided. 

During  the  year  new  water  mains  and  fire  hydrants  were  provided 
for  the  new  housing  extension  on  the  Newtown  Estate,  the  number  of 
houses  being  erected  on  the  particular  site  which  the  new  water  mains 
served  being  20.  In  addition,  on  another  part  of  the  Newtown  Housing 
Extension  site  a further  6 houses  were  either  in  course  of  erection  or 
completion  at  December,  1949,  these  being  served  by  the  water  mains 
originally  laid  as  part  of  the  Council’s  post  war  housing  development _ 

24  houses  were  in  course  of  erection  or  partially  completed  at  the 
end  of  1949  in  Sidcop  Road,  and  these  were  served  by  the  already 
existing  water  mains  in  that  area. 
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During  the  year,  on  instructions  from  the  Divisional  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  two  water  samples  were  procured  during  the  hours  of 
early  morning  for  submission  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
County  Hall  for  examination.  The  results  of  these  examinations  are 
usually  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

All  the  2,357  houses  in  the  Council’s  area  continue  to  be  served 
from  the  underground  water  mains  and  during  the  year  32  new  dwelling- 
houses  were  connected  thereto,  consisting  of  28  new  Council  houses 
and  4 privately  erected  new  houses. 

In  the  annual  report  for  1948  an  observation  was  made  on  the  con- 
tinued shortage  of  water  supply  at  the  Snydale  Road  Mixed  School 
and  a hope  was  expressed  that  by  the  end  of  1 949  the  complaint  would 
have  been  removed,  but  it  is  regrettable  that  no  such  improvement  has 
taken  place.  Indeed  during  the  year  the  governing  committee,  accord- 
ing to  the  local  press  reports,  have  voiced  their  opinion  in  no  uncertain 
manner  at  the  dilly-dallying  methods  of  the  County  Council  in  relation 
to  this  matter,  they  being  the  local  education  Authority.  At  the  same 
school  there  is  a long-standing  complaint  on  the  inefficiency  and  low 
standard  of  artificial  lighting  which  is  by  gas.  The  County  Council 
have  agreed  to  install  electric  lighting  but  have  made  no  “appointed 
day”  when  the  work  will  be  carried  out. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

There  were  no  extensions  during  the  year  1949  to  the  existing 
sewerage  system.  All  the  newly  erected  32  houses  were  connected 
to  the  sewerage  system,  but  the  work  of  surveying  and  preparing  a lay- 
out for  the  Weetshaw  Lane  and  Royston  Lane  areas  could  not  be  pro- 
ceeded with.  It  will  be  remembered  that  in  August,  1944,  the  Council 
approved  the  preparation  of  the  lay-out  with  a view  to  eventually 
developing  Weetshaw  Lane  area. 

There  was  no  reduction  during  1949  on  the  number  of  houses  still 
cormected  to  cesspools.  The  figures  remain  at  57  dwelling-houses 
conneaed  to  23  cesspools.  In  December,  however,  the  owner  of  two 
houses  situtate  on  the  extreme  boundary  of  the  Council  whose  liquid 
waste  matters  discharged  to  a cesspool  arranged  with  Hemsworth 
Rural  District  Council  for  the  houses  to  be  connected  to  that  Authority’s 
sewerage  system,  there  being  no  sewer  of  the  Cudworth  Urban  District 
Council  available.  Further  reference  is  made  to  this  arrangement 
under  the  text  dealing  with  closet  accommodation. 

The  13  houses  at  Farfield  Cottages  in  Shaw  Lane  continue  to  dis- 
charge their  sink  waste  water  for  treatment  on  to  land  owned  by  the 
Council  to  be  dealt  with  on  the  “irrigation”  system  of  sewage  disposal. 
Again  these  houses  are  referred  to  under  the  text  dealing  with  closet 
accommodation. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

It  would  appear  that  the  effiuent  from  the  Council’s  sewage  works 
is  the  only  matter  diverted  into  the  stream  which  forms  a good  part  of 
the  Council’s  boundary  line  on  the  South  and  West.  No  complaints 
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were  received  during  the  year  on  the  nature  of  the  effluent  from  the 
County  Council. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

During  the  year  one  owner  sought  financial  assistance  from  the 
Council  under  Seaion  47  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  with  a view  to 
securing  a grant  toward  the  cost  of  the  conversion  of  two  privies  to 
water  closets  and  the  abolition  of  a covered  midden.  As  the  negotia- 
tions were  carried  through  into  the  year  1950,  the  matter  will  be 
reported  upon,  it  is  hoped,  in  the  report  for  that  year. 

In  late  1949  on  representation  being  made  by  a member  of  the 
Council,  a notice  under  Section  44  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  was 
served  upon  the  owner,  requiring  him  within  a period  of  4 months 
(terminating  in  March  1950)  to  provide  an  additional  water  closet 
structure  and  apparatus  at  No.  13  Market  Place. 

At  page  15  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  1948 
reference  is  made  to  notices  served  in  December  of  that  year  requiring 
the  conversion  of  certain  privy  middens  to  pail  closets  and  the  pro- 
vision of  dust  bins,  the  notices  being  served  on  the  instructions  of  the 
Council  under  the  provisions  of  Section  44  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
1936  upon  the  owners  of  the  properties  concerned. 

Upon  receipt  of  the  notices  one  owner  complained  to  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  by  letter  that  the  time  was  not  opportune  for  complying 
with  the  notices  in  view  of  the  present  day  high  building  costs  which 
would  be  involved  in  the  cost  of  the  conversions.  Furthermore  (he 
stated)  the  nature  of  the  accommodation  which  would  result  from  the 
required  works  would  still  be  unsatisfactory. 

In  reply  to  the  owner’s  claims  it  was  pointed  out  that  any  objections 
which  he  cared  to  make  should  be  compared  with  the  remedy  which 
was  available  to  him,  as  set  out  on  the  back  of  each  notice  and  which 
stated  the  grounds  upon  which  he  could  appeal  to  the  Bench  of  Justices. 
In  addition  to  the  owner’s  informal  objection  there  were  several  petitions 
from  various  batches  of  occupiers  whose  accommodation  was  the 
subject  of  notices  served.  The  petitions  were  duly  considered  by  the 
Council,  but  no  action  was  taken  on  the  petitions. 

In  due  course,  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  and  the  several  occupiers 
of  the  dwellinghouses  concerned  were  notified  by  the  Clerk  to  the 
Justices  that  an  appeal  lodged  by  an  owner  against  the  notices  served 
would  be  heard  by  the  Court.  The  date  fixed  for  the  hearing  was  23rd 
February,  1949,  and  at  the  hearing  the  Sanitary  Inspector  (who  had 
signed  and  prepared  the  notices  on  the  Council’s  instructions  upon 
the  recommendations  of  the  then  Surveyor)  was  duly  cross-examined 
on  the  requirements  of  the  notices,  and  the  Coungil’s  intention  to  sewer 
the  area  involved. 

Following  this  the  owner  of  the  dwellinghouses  concerned  and 
three  of  his  tenants  all  swore  on  oath  that  the  pail  closets  were  un- 
necessary and  unreasonable,  and  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  Council 
should  provide  a proper  sewerage  system  for  their  particular  district 
and  give  the  owner  the  opportunity  of  installing  proper  water  closets. 
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Each  occupier  stated  that  he  would  be  willing  to  bear  the  cost  of  the 
work  himself  (on  reasonable  instalments)  if  they  only  had  a public  sewer 
which  they  could  utilise. 

The  Justices  retired  to  consider  the  decision  which  ought  to  be 
arrived  at,  and  eventually  allowed  the  owner’s  appeal  under  Section 
290  (3)  (c)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  i.e.,  “the  works  required  to 
be  executed  were  unnecessary  and  unreasonable  in  character  or  extent.” 
A just  decision  in  view  of  the  grounds  upon  which  the  appeal  was  made, 
and  the  reluctance  or  inability  of  the  Council  to  proceed  with  the  sewer 
development  of  Weetshaw  Lane  district. 

The  dwellinghouses  which  were  the  subject  of  notices  and  appeals 
against  notices  were  : — 

13,  15,  17  and  19  Shaw  Lane  ; 

2,  4,  6,  8,  10  and  12  Weetshaw  Lane. 

Other  dwellinghouses  at  which  the  Council  by  legal  notice  required 
the  conversion  of  privy  middens  to  pail  closets  were  : — 

(a)  9 and  1 1 Shaw  Lane  ; 

21,  23  and  25  Shaw  Lane  ; and 

(b)  1,3,5  and  7 Shaw  Lane  ; 

1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7 and  8 Belle  Green  ; 

“May  Cottage,”  “Common  House,”  “Lawrence  Villas” 
(4  houses)  at  Storrs  Mill. 

Under  “(a)”  the  owners  complied  with  the  notices  served  upon 
them  by  either  conversion  to  pail  closets  or  to  chemical  closets. 

Under  “(6)”  the  owners  and  the  occupiers  petitioned  the  Council 
against  complying  with  the  notices  after  service  and  failed  to  carry  out 
the  required  works  of  conversion,  and  at  a meeting  of  the  Council 
held  on  the  22nd  June,  1949,  it  was  resolved  that  no  further  action  be 
taken  on  the  notices,  the  decision  being  based  on  the  opinion  of  the 
Justices. 

During  the  year,  British  Railway  Executive  converted  the  two 
privies  at  1 and  3 Barnsley  Road  to  pail  closets  and  provided  dust  bins 
for  house  refuse.  Certain  other  improvements  were  carried  out  to  the 
houses  at  the  same  time. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1949  the  following  constituted  the  types  of 
closet  accommodation  in  use  in  the  Council’s  area  : — 

Number  of  privies  with  covered  middens  (serving  28 
dwellinghouses)  . . . . . . . . . . 18 

Number  of  pail  closets  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Number  of  waste  water  closets  . . . . . . 2 

Number  of  water  closets  . . . . . . . . 2283 

During  the  year  1949, 60  water  closets  were  added  to  the  Council’s 
sewerage  system  from  28  traditional  type  Council  houses  having  2 
water  closets  per  house  and  from  4 privately  erected  houses. 

The  number  of  water  closets  discharging  to  cesspools  are  ; — 
Weetshaw  Lane  . . . . . . . . 19 

Royston  Lane  . . . . . . . . 2 

Storrs  Mill  . . . . . . . . 8 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  (Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal). 

During  1949  a further  32  dwellinghouses  were  completed  and 
added  to  the  number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is  collected. 

Early  in  1949  representations  were  again  made  to  the  Council 
by  the  officer  then  supervising  the  work  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal, 
the  Surveyor,  that  the  duties  should  be  passed  over  to  the  Sanitary 
Inspector.  Opinion  in  the  Council  Chamber  appeared  to  be  divided 
and  after  a lengthy  discussion,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  offered  to  take 
over  the  duties  to  avoid  the  necessity  for  the  Council  to  vote  on  the 
matter  regarding  an  instruction,  and  in  return  it  offered  to  provide  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  department  with  a clerk,  an  offer  which  was 
declined  on  unstated  grounds.  Some  weeks  later  further  representations 
were  made  by  the  then  Surveyor  seeking  to  transfer  other  duties  to  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  department,  but  the  Council  having  a reasonable 
outlook,  declined  to  accede  to  the  request  made  by  the  Surveyor. 

On  the  1st  April,  1949,  refuse  collection  and  disposal  became  the 
responsibility  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  About  the  same  time  there 
was  a serious  drop  in  the  demand  for  salvaged  waste  paper  and  the 
Direction  of  the  Board  of  Trade  for  compulsory  collection  and  sale  of 
waste  paper  was  withdrawn.  For  a short  time  there  was  no  market  for 
the  stocks  accumulated,  prices  for  waste  paper  dropped  from  £(>  7s.  6d. 
per  ton  to  ,01  per  ton,  and  the  purchaser  choose  to  pick  out  suitable 
bales. 

Baled  waste  paper  disposals  of  11  tons  5|  cwts.  at  £6  7s.  6d.  per 
ton  and  5 tons  12  cwts.  at  ;;((1  per  ton  were  effected  between  the  1st 
January  and  31st  December,  1949. 

In  the  earlier  part  of  1949  waste  paper  baling  and  storage  was 
transferred  from  the  Council’s  depot  in  Barnsley  Road  to  the  tip  in 
Weetshaw  Lane  and  a pre-fabricated  concrete  hutment  was  acquired 
and  erected  at  a cost  of  ,((112.  The  suggestion  for  transfer  came  from 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  with  a view  to  improving  the  surroundings  to 
the  Public  Mortuary,  and  the  Council  agreed  to  the  suggestion. 

It  is  not  proposed  in  this  Annual  Report  to  present  a lot  of  statistics 
for  digestion  by  the  Council,  but  a statement  on  costs  of  refuse  collection 
and  disposal  (without  adding  on  any  costs  of  vehicle  depreciation  and 
maintenance)  might  be  of  interest.  The  costs  were  : 

Refuse  Collection  . . . . ;C2641 

Refuse  Disposal  . . . . £29^ 

which  amounts  to  13s.  10 id.  per  head  of  the  population  per  annum, 
based  on  8,500  persons,  for  the  financial  year  1949/50. 

During  the  year  there  was  certain  refuse  collection  staff  re-organiza- 
tion. In  the  early  part  of  1949  the  person  who  had  been  specially 
appointed  as  driver-mechanic  absconded  from  his  work  for  reasons 
of  his  own,  and  the  Council  thereupon  selected  two  candidates  to  be 
alternate  drivers  of  the  refuse  collection  vehicle,  and  maintenance 
repairs  are  now  executed  by  local  motor  engineers,  who  appreciate  the 
necessity  for  releasing  the  vehicle  as  early  as  possible  when  taken  in  for 
repairs  or  adjustment. 
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No  serious  complaint  was  received  during  the  year  on  the  ineffi- 
ciency of  the  refuse  collection  staff.  The  amount  of  household  refuse 
to  be  collected  in  Cudworth  is  exceedingly  high,  the  greater  part  of  the 
dust  bins  being  completely  full  at  weekly  collections,  and  other  re- 
ceptacles in  some  cases  have  had  to  be  utilized  by  householders  in 
addition  to  the  dust  bin.  It  is  assumed  that  concessionary  coal  allowed 
to  the  mining  population  in  the  area  is  somewhat  responsible.  There 
are  regular  monthly  dumps  of  shale  deposited  in  the  channel  of  streets 
and  verges  which  the  ratepayers  expect  to  be  removed,  and  this  material 
added  on  to  the  excessive  quantities  of  dust  bin  fillings  increases  the 
cost  of  refuse  disposal.  Furthermore,  the  heavy  weight  of  the  bins 
and  contents  needs  a collection  staff  that  is  physically  fit  for  the  work, 
and  it  speaks  well  for  their  capabilities  and  their  efforts  in  carrying  out 
such  a vital  part  of  public  health  work. 

PROVISION  OF  DUST  BINS. 

In  March,  1949,  the  statutory  instrument,  “The  Local  Authorities 
(Charges  for  Dust  Bins)  Order  1949”  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Council’s  General  Purposes  Committee  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
Up  to  the  1st  April,  1949,  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  allowed  a 
maximum  charge  yearly  of  2s.  6d.  per  bin  where  a local  authority  took 
advantage  of  the  facility  provided,  for  maintaining  all  dust  bins  in  its 
area,  the  charge  being  recovered  as  part  of  the  general  rate.  Under  the 
Order  quoted  above  the  local  authority  is  authorised  to  make  a maximum 
charge  of  5s.  Od.  per  bin. 

With  the  object  of  adopting  a uniform  type  of  dust  bin  and  to 
avoid  undue  delay  when  a dust  bin  becomes  worn  out  in  renewing  it, 
the  General  Purposes  Committee  was  asked  to  recommend  the  Council 
to  adopt  the  new  Order.  Under  existing  arrangements  it  is  usual  to 
allow  28  days  on  a legal  notice  where  a dust  bin  is  in  need  of  renewal, 
and  the  period  allowed  may  extend  beyond  that  figure  where  default  is 
made  by  the  person  receiving  the  notice. 

After  a lengthy  discussion  the  Committee  declined  to  make  any 
lecommendation  to  the  Council,  principally  on  the  grounds  that  the 
annual  charge  would  fall  upon  the  person  for  whose  use  the  dust  bin 
was  provided,  i.e.,  the  tenant. 

At  December,  1949,  there  were  815  dwellinghouses  in  the  area 
which  are  owned  by  the  Council,  and  the  dust  bins  at  these  houses  are 
maintained  by  the  owner  who  is  in  the  fortunate  position  of  being 
allowed  from  year  to  year  to  adjust  the  rents  of  the  houses  to  meet 
increased  maintenance  and  other  costs,  a privilege  denied  to  the 
ordinary  landlord. 

The  following  privately  owned  properties  in  the  area  of  the 
Council  had  worn-out  dust  bins  renewed  after  notification  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  : 

Barnsley  Road  : “Deganwy,”  “The  Crescent,”  Nos.  128,  143,  193, 

210,  310,  192,  113,  230,  97,  222,  1 and  3. 

Bloemfontein  Street : Nos.  44,  61  and  34. 

Bow  Street ; Nos.  9,  15,  27  and  38. 


16 


Charles  Street : Nos.  4,  6,  8 and  18. 

Church  Street : No.  24. 

Guest’s  Yard  : Nos.  1 and  3. 

The  Green,  Lower  Cudworth  : No.  13  (N.C.B.)  and  “Sycamore  Farm.” 
Jackson  Street : No.  4. 

King’s  Road  : No.  20. 

Lunn  Road  : No.  36. 

Manor  Road  : No.  62. 

Marketplace:  No.  11. 

Pinfold  Cottages : Nos.  1 and  2. 

Prospect  Street : The  Presbytery. 

Queen’s  Road  : Nos.  1,  13,  15  and  25. 

Royston  Road  : “Marina  Villa”  and  “Hazelmeade.” 

Saville  Street : No.  9. 

School  Street : No.  9. 

Shaw  Lane  : Nos.  9,  11,  21,  23  and  25. 

Sidcop  Road  : Nos.  47,  59,  73  and  29. 

Snydale  Road  : Nos.  120,  12,  110,  112,  76,  171,  229,  111  and  115. 
Starmer  Street : Nos.  8,  10,  12,  16,  18,  22,  32  and  19. 

Storrs  Mill : Woodcock’s  Farm  and  farm  cottage. 

Victoria  Street : No.  5. 

Woodcock  Terrace  : No.  6. 

Worsley  Street : No.  13. 

Weetshaw  Lane  : “Roy  House,”  “Lyndhurst.” 

White  Cross  Road  : Nos.  1,  56,  58  and  4. 

York  Street : No.  42. 

The  total  number  of  new  bins  provided  was  85,  the  whole  number 
arising  out  of  informal  notice  sent  to  the  owners  with  the  exception  of 
Nos.  110  and  112  Snydale  Road  and  192  Barnsley  Road,  which  had  to 
be  the  subject  of  legal  notices,  and  in  spite  of  the  legal  notices  default 
was  made  by  the  owners. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  COUNCIL’S  AREA. 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  visits  or  inspections  made 


during  the  year  1949,  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  : — 

Under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ..  ..  ..  ..  311 

Re- inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  . . . . 216 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds,  etc.  . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Other  food  shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 

Visits  re  infectious  diseases  . . . . . . . . . . 22 

Investigations  at  the  request  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health . . 10 

Fish  frying  premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Drainage  systems  dealt  with  . . . . . . . . . . 46 

Milk  samples  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act  . . . . . . 16 

Alleged  dirty  houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Ice  cream  premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Fumigation  after  infectious  disease  . . . . . . . . 12 
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Verminous  premises  dealt  with  . . , . . . . . 7 

Water  samples  collected  for  examination  . . . . . , 2 

On  behalf  of  the  Housing  Committee  . . . . . . 6 

Factories  Act  . . . . . . , . . . . . . , 3 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act  13 

SERVICE  OF  NOTICES. 


The  following  table  shows  the  position  at  the  beginning  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  1949  in  relation  to  the  existence  of  nuisances  and 
defects,  the  number  of  notices  served  and  the  number  of  notices  in 


hand  : — 

Nuisances  in  hand  at  December,  1948  . . . , . . 36 

Nuisances  found  in  1949  . . . . . . . . , . 216 

Total  needing  abatement  . . . . , . . . . . 252 

Abated  during  1949  . . . . . . . . . . . . 180 

Notices  cancelled  by  the  Council  or  by  the  Justices  . . . . 21 

Outstanding  at  December,  1949  51 

Informal  notices  served  . . . . . , . . . . 181 

Legal  notices  served  . . . . . . . . . . . , 25 

Number  of  notices  complied  with  . . . . . . . . 194 

THE  REMEDYING  OF  DEFECTS. 


On  this  occasion  advantage  is  being  taken  on  the  relaxation  of  paper 
supplies  and  rather  more  detail  is  given  in  this  report  on  the  nature  and 
variety  of  the  repairs  which  have  been  effected  during  1949  at  dwelling- 
houses  other  than  those  dwellinghouses  which  are  owned  by  the  Council 
on  its  various  housing  estates.  Repairs  and  maintenance  of  Council 
houses  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Surveyor’s  Department,  and  during 
the  year  the  Council  found  itself  without  a regular  Surveyor  during  the 
months  of  July,  August  and  September,  due  to  a resignation.  The 
Sanitary  Inspector  was  requested  by  the  Council  to  supervise  the  out- 
side duties  usually  undertaken  by  the  Surveyor  and  quick  advantage 
was  taken  of  this  request  by  asking  the  Housing  Committee  to  approve 
the  external  pointing  of  the  dwellinghouses  numbered  104,  106,  108, 
1 10,  1 12,  114,  1 16  and  1 18  Darfield  Road,  owned  by  them.  The  Com- 
mittee agreed  to  the  work  at  a cost  of  ,(^135  10s.  Od.;  money  well  spent 
and  showing  a distinct  external  improvement  to  the  houses  in  question. 

Following  upon  this,  it  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Housing 
Committee  that  the  Housing  Repairs  fund  was  being  sadly  depleted 
and  instructions  were  given,  that  due  to  the  high  cost  of  maintenance, 
only  the  most  urgent  of  repair  work  must  be  carried  out  at  Council 
houses,  an  instruction  which  was  complied  with  pending  further 
financial  arrangements. 

In  the  last  10  years  the  Council  has  made  various  adjustments  in 
the  rents  of  its  houses  to  meet  increased  repair  costs  due  to  wages  and 
materials.  No  apology  is  offered  for  stating  that  the  cost  of  repairs  to 
working  class  houses  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  rents  which  owners 
(especially  the  private  owner)  receive.  It  may  be  said  that  this  is  no 
concern  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  but  in  fact  it  is,  for  it  makes  it  more 
difficult  to  enforce  repairs,  it  tends  to  lower  standards  by  the  very  fact 
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that  some  officers  out  of  sympathy,  do  not  ask  for  as  much  repair  work 
as  they  would  if  rents  had  kept  in  line  with  the  cost  of  repairs,  and  in 
consequence  the  occupiers  of  such  houses  suffer.  Rents,  like  many 
other  financial  matters,  require  urgent  investigation  and  the  position  is 
not  easy. 

Serious  consideration  has  had  to  be  given  to  repairs  which  required 
the  use  of  soft  timber.  Whilst  hardwoods  were  withdrawn  from 
restriction,  soft  woods  continued  to  be  subject  to  the  strictest  of  control, 
but  apart  from  this  feature,  repair  materials  have  been  in  more  plentiful 
supply  than  in  any  year  since  1939,  but  the  prices  remain  high.  The 
housing  shortage  has  continued  to  be  acute  and  instances  have  been 
brought  to  light  where  a working  class  house  may  have  become  vacant 
and  in  order  to  provide  himself  with  accommodation  one  workingman 
contracted  to  purchase  three  houses  which  included  the  vacant  house. 
The  new  owner,  upon  receiving  notice  to  execute  works  of  repair  at 
one  of  the  other  two  houses  arising  out  of  the  complaint  made  by  the 
tenant,  was  required  to  expend  a sum  of  nearly  ;(^100  by  the  notice. 
After  partially  complying  with  the  notice  he  found  that  his  funds  were 
completely  exhausted  and  he  had  to  appeal  to  the  Council  for  leniency, 
and  requested  them  to  allow  a further  twelvemonth  to  elapse  before 
demanding  the  execution  of  the  outstanding  works  which  in  all  prob- 
ability will  cost  a further  ,(^50.  During  the  “rest”  period  afforded  by 
the  Council,  the  other  remaining  tenant  (incidentally  both  of  them 
widows)  laid  complaint  on  outstanding  repairs,  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  with  the  authority  of  the  Council  by  resolution,  sent  the 
owner  a further  notice  to  execute  works  which  may  cost  £50.  The  housing 
situation  without  any  doubt  continues  to  be  very  acute,  and  unfair. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  nature  of  the  works  which  have  been 
executed  in  the  Council’s  area  at  private  properties  onty,  and  arising 
out  of  notices  served  or  requests  made  informally  or  verbally  to  the 
responsible  persons  : — 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED. 


Dwellinghouse  roofs  repaired  . . . . . . . . 20 

Floors  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Plastered  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  . . . . . . . . 54 

Windows  repaired,  made  to  open,  etc.  . . . . . . 14 

Window  sash  cords  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . 24 

Doors  repaired,  re-hung  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . 35 

Fireplaces  repaired,  re-set  or  renewed  . . . . . . 28 

Chimneys  or  chimney  stacks  repaired  . . . . . . 5 

New  sinks  provided  and  fixed  . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Sink  wastes  repaired  or  renewed  . . . '.  . . . . 4 

Water  supply  fittings  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . 4 

Washing  coppers  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . 5 

Copper  firegrates  and  doors  renewed  . . . . . . . . 2 

External  walls  re-pointed  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

External  walls  re-tarred  or  re-bitumenised  . . . . . . 2 
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Eaves  gutters  and  rainwater  fallpipes  repaired  or  renewed  . . 34 

Yards  or  footpaths  paved  in  concrete  or  asphalt  . . . . 15 

Stone  door  treads  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Obstructed  drains  cleansed  as  a result  of  notice  . . . . 35 

Obstructed  drains  cleansed  on  verbal  request  . . . . 11 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  . . . . . . . . 2 

Water  closet  pedestals  renewed  . . . . . . . . 7 

Water  closet  cistern  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . l 

Water  closet  apparati  (burst  water  pipes,  etc.)  repaired  . . 22 

Closet  structures  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 22 

Ash-pits  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

External  coal  stores  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 

Cases  of  fumigation  by  hydrogen  cyanide  by  contractor  . . 6 


The  following  is  a schedule  of  premises  from  which  the  occupiers 
sought  the  assistance  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  1949.  The 
whole  list  refers  to  privately  owned  houses  and  in  some  of  the  cases, 
assistance  has  been  sought  on  more  than  one  occasion  : — 

In  Albert  Street : Nos.  1,  53,  55  and  57. 

In  Barnsley  Road:  Nos.  Ill,  271,  273,  275,  106,  108,  110,  158, 
“Victoria  Hotel,”  and  “Star  Hotel.” 

In  Bloemfontein  Street : Nos.  11,  15,  17,  19,  21,  23,  25,  31  and  57. 

In  Bow  Street : Nos.  2,  25  and  31. 

In  Churchfield  Terrace  : No.  32. 

In  Churchfield  Avenue  : Nos.  9,  13,  15  and  41. 

In  Charles  Street : All  odd  numbers  from  1 to  39.  Nos.  4,  6,  16,  20, 
22,  26  and  30. 

In  Clifford  Street : Nos.  3A  and  4A. 

In  Darfield  Road  : Nos.  40,  42,  44,  46,  48,  50  and  52  (Three  occasions). 
In  Eveline  Street : Nos.  1 and  3. 

In  Ibbott  Street : Nos.  2 and  10. 

In  Jackson  Street : Nos.  19,  21,  25,  27  and  49. 

In  King’s  Road  : Nos.  26  and  23  (no  action  was  taken  on  No.  23,  the 
complaint  being  not  justified.) 

In  Lunn  Road  : Pear  Tree  Farm,  No.  13  (N.C.B.)  and  72. 

In  Market  Street : 3 Club  Buildings,  27,  29,  31,  35,  39,  47,  2,  4,  6,  8, 
10,  12,  14,  16,  18,  20,  22,  24,  26,  30. 

In  Methley  Street : No.  30. 

At  Pinfold  : No.  1 Back  Pinfold. 

In  Pontefract  Road  : Nos.  38,  40,  44,  48,  161,  165,  167,  173,  179 
and  199. 

In  Queen’s  Road  : Nos.  2,  4,  6,  5,  7 and  19. 

In  Quarry  Street : No.  4. 

In  Roberts  Street : No.  3. 

In  Saville  Street : Nos.  15,  17,  19,  21,  23,  25  and  33. 

In  School  Hill : Nos.  9,  21,  23,  25,  27,  29,  31  and  33. 

In  Sidcop  Road  : Nos.  5 and  49. 

In  Snydale  Road  : Nos.  65,  69,  111,  115,  125,  131,  137,  143,  153,  159, 
165,  88,  92,  98,  100,  102,  104  and  122. 


20 


In  Somerset  Street : Nos.  10,  21,  23  and  25. 

In  St.  John’s  Road  : Nos.  I,  2,  3,  4 and  20. 

In  Starmer  Street : All  odd  numbers  1 to  23.  All  even  numbers  2 to  32. 
At  Storrs  Mill : Nos.  2 and  3 Storrs  Mill  Cottages. 

In  Victoria  Street : No.  5. 

In  Woodcock  Terrace  : Nos.  1,  2,  4 and  5. 

In  Worsley  Street : No.  3. 

In  York  Street : Nos.  78,  80  and  82. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1934  (Sections  10  and  13).  Ventilation,  Tempera- 
ture and  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

No  special  visits  were  made  during  1949  in  relation  to  the  above. 
Other  matters  were  dealt  with  at  one  or  two  shop  premises  in  relation 
to  cleanliness  and  sanitary  conveniences,  but  these  are  dealt  with  under 
the  subject  “Other  Foodstuffs  and  Foodshops”  at  page  27  of  this 
report. 

SWIMMING  POOLS. 

There  are  no  privately  owned  swimming  pools  in  the  Councils’ 
area,  and  its  own  pool  in  the  Miners’  Welfare  Park  continues  to  be 
closed  on  the  grounds  of  unsuitability. 

CAMPING  SITES. 

Whilst  the  Council’s  area  continued  to  be  free  during  the  major 
parr  of  1949  from  movable  dwellings,  in  December  an  application  was 
received  from  one  person  to  station  and  use  a caravan  on  land  situate 
in  Quarry  Street.  The  occupier  claiming  that  the  arrangement  was 
only  a temporary  one  until  he  could  acquire  premises  in  another  part 
of  the  country,  the  Council  agreed,  after  the  expiration  of  the  42  con- 
secutive days  for  stationing  a movable  dwelling  without  licence  as 
allowed  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  to  licence  the  owner  of  the 
land  and  the  caravan  user  for  a further  period  of  6 weeks. 

HOUSING. 

No  formal  action  was  taken  in  1949  under  the  Housing  Act 
relating  to  houses  capable  of  repair  at  reasonable  cost  (Sec.  9)  or 
individual  houses  not  capable  of  repair  at  a reasonable  cost  (Sec.  11). 
Nor  did  the  Council  declare  any  area  to  be  a Clearance  Area,  although 
the  Housing  Sub-Committee  took  a favourable  view  of  a proposed  lay- 
out for  the  Sidcop  Improvement  Area  as  prepared  for  its  guidance  by 
the  Town  Planning  Officer  for  the  Staincross  Division,  Mr.  C.  R.  Peake. 

There  are  certain  outstanding  Demolition  Orders  which  although 
they  have  become  operative,  have  not  been  enforced  completely,  due  to 
the  present-day  housing  shortage.  At  December  the  three  dwelling- 
houses  69,  73  and  75  Sidcop  Road  (Demolition  Order  dated  28/10/41) 
were  all  vacant  and  arrangements  made  for  the  re-housing  of  the 
occupier  of  No.  71  Sidcop  Road  early  in  January,  1950. 
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No.  60  White  Cross  Road  (Demolition  Order  of  28  10/37)  is  still 
in  being  although  falling  into  decay.  It  has  remained  vacant  (although 
partially  furnished)  for  some  5 or  6 years. 

HOUSING  (OVERCROWDING). 

At  page  22  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report  for  1947,  a 
list  of  overcrowded  cases  appears  which  had  been  found  after  an 
investigation  on  behalf  of  the  Housing  Committee  : 

During  1949  four  cases  were  relieved  : 

No.  122,  No.  439,  No.  724,  and  No.  715 

(The  numbers  refer  to  the  official  numbered  list  of  applicants). 

On  the  instructions  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr.  Reeves) 
the  following  dwellinghouses  were  visited  during  1949  in  order  to 
ascertain  particulars  of  persons  living  and  sleeping  on  the  premises  : — 

No.  126  Barnsley  Road,  Cudworth  (2nd  February). 

No.  8 Ibbott  Street,  Cudworth  (24th  February). 

No.  8 Princess  Street,  Cudworth  (24th  March). 

No.  5 Moorland  Terrace,  Cudworth  (5th  September). 

No.  71  Bow  Street,  Cudworth  (15th  September). 

No.  11  Birkwood  Avenue,  Cudworth  (10th  October). 

No.  12  Somerset  Street,  Cudworth  (12th  October). 

No.  44  Pontefract  Road,  Cudworth  (7th  November). 

No.  16  Methley  Street,  Cudworth  (12th  November). 

No.  3 Stanley  Street,  Cudworth  (28th  December). 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

18  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  to  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  during  1949  (which  number  included  2 cases  of  diphtheria, 
the  remainder  being  scarlet  fever  cases).  In  each  case  fumigation  of 
the  sleeping  accommodation  after  the  child’s  removal  to  hospital  was 
offered  to  the  parents.  In  12  of  the  cases  the  parents  accepted  the  offer, 
fumigation  being  carried  out  with  formalin  vapour. 

Supplies  of  soap  and  antiseptic  fluid  are  provided  for  the  cases 
notified. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

Where  persons  are  re-housed  in  the  post-war  houses  provided  by 
the  Council  the  practice,  where  necessary,  of  fumigation  of  furniture 
and  steam  fumigation  of  bedding  has  been  continued  throughout  the 
year.  The  fee  (payable  by  the  prospective  tenant  in  advance  of  receiving 
the  keys)  of  {^6  10s.  Od.  for  removal  and  fumigation  remained  at  that 
figure  throughout  the  year.  The  same  contractor  has  been  engaged  as  in 
previous  years,  the  work  appearing  to  be  carried  out  in  a satisfactory 
manner.  Fumigation  by  hydrogen  cyanide  has  continued  to  be  used, 
and  the  whole  process  of  removal  and  fumigation  is  carried  out  in  one 
day. 
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The  following  shows  the  old  and  the  new  addresses  of  removed 
and  re-housed  tenants  where  fumigation  was  effected  : — 


Date. 

12th  January 
16th  February 
*16th  June 
23rd  September 
30th  September 
28tb  December 


Removed  from 
58  York  Street 

2 Eveline  Street 
5 Back  Pinfold 

3 Woodcock  Terrace 
73  Sidcop  Road 

5 Somerset  Street 


New  house  allocated. 

10  Summerdale  Road 

1 1 Newland  Avenue 

12  Newland  Avenue 
1 Firth  Avenue 

5 Firth  Avenue 
1 Royston  Lane 


In  the  case  above  marked  (*)  the  occupier  disputed  the  right  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  demand  fumigation  by  hydrogen  cyanide  and 
removal  at  his  own  cost,  but  the  Housing  Committee  upheld  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  in  the  requirement. 


In  the  older  type  of  Council  house  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  author- 
ized to  use  his  discretion  in  dealing  with  bed  bugs,  and  if  it  is  considered 
expedient  to  do  so,  fumigation  by  hydrogen  cyanide  is  carried  out 
where  there  has  been  a change  in  tenancies.  In  recent  years  the 
practice  has  rarely  been  resorted  to  chiefly  by  reason  of  the  fact  that 
there  have  been  so  few  changes  in  the  older  type  of  Council  house. 
In  addition  to  this,  the  cost  of  fumigation  is  £\1  10s.  Od.  per  block  of 
two  houses  and  it  is  always  desirable  to  secure  fumigation  of  the  whole 
block  in  one  operation,  both  houses  having  to  be  vacated  temporarily 
in  accordance  with  Regulations  laid  down  by  the  Home  Office. 


INFESTATIONS  OF  OTHER  VERMIN. 

There  appears  to  be  a permanent  infestation  in  certain  of  the 
dwellinghouses  owned  by  the  Council  in  the  Park  Avenue  section  of  the 
Sidcop  Estate,  and  the  occupiers  of  the  affected  dwellinghouses  are  sup- 
plied free  of  cost  periodically  with  varying  types  of  insecticides,  both 
liquid  and  powder  types.  The  affected  houses  have  wooden  floors  to 
the  living  rooms,  and  it  would  appear  that  cockroaches  breeding  under 
the  wooden  floors  near  the  fireplaces  eventually  gain  access  to  the  living 
room,  and  evidence  has  been  found  of  cockroaches  having  been  killed 
on  the  wall  surfaces  by  the  occupier. 

On  the  6th  April,  1949,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  reported  the  existence 
of  a heavy  infestation  of  cockroaches  in  one  of  the  Park  Avenue  dwelling- 
houses  and  requested  the  General  Purposes  Committee  to  make  a 
recommendation  to  the  Housing  Committee  that  the  wooden  floor  and 
floor  joists  should  be  removed,  the  soil  below  the  floor  to  be  treated  with 
a well-known  and  highly  efficient  liquid  insecticide  and  a concrete  floor 
subshtuted  for  the  wood  floor,  a procedure  adopted  on  one  or  two 
previous  instances  where  there  have  been  heavy  infestations,  but  which 
were  eradicated  by  the  above  procedure. 

The  General  Purposes  Committee  (which  cpntrols  the  actions 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector)  declined  to  make  the  suggested  recom- 
mendations to  the  Housing  Committee,  but  instead  it  instructed  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  to  seek  advice  and  help  from  an  organization  termed 
the  “Institute  of  Pestology,”  which  subsequent  enquiry  from  several 
sources,  proved  to  be  non-existent.  The  Sanitary  inspector  is  called 
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to  give  advice,  by  the  tenants,  upon  these  heavy  infestations  from  time 
to  time,  and  one  sees  the  revolting  spectacle  of  cockroaches  having  been 
slaughtered  on  the  walls  and  lying  dead  in  cupboards,  having  been  in 
contact  with  the  provided  and  laid  insecticide.  The  “advice”  usually 
has  to  be  in  the  form  of  the  suggestion  to  “keep  on  using  the  powder” 
(or  the  liquid  insecticide,  as  the  case  may  be),  at  the  same  time  knowing 
that  the  Authority  as  owners,  ought,  in  fairness  to  the  tenant  and  having 
regard  to  the  amount  of  rent  he  pays,  authorise  more  drastic  action  to 
be  taken. 

A further  surprising  circumstance  is,  that  where  a sitting  tenant 
acquires  by  purchase  a privately  owned  house,  or  where  a person 
acquires  by  purchase  a vacant  house  (a  frequent  occurrence,  these  days) 
if  he  finds  an  infestation  of  any  kind  of  vermin,  whether  of  cockroaches 
or  others,  he  leaves  no  stone  unturned  and  will  expend  his  money  in 
putting  into  practice  the  advice  given  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  with  a 
view  to  destroying  and  preventing  further  infestations. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

On  the  1st  October,  1949,  the  supervision  of  milk  production  at 
farms  passed  from  the  local  authority  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries.  Retail  distribution  by  the  dealer  still  remained  under  the 
Urban  District  Council  and  an  additional  type  was  introduced  into  the 
legislation  which  controls  milk  intended  for  human  consumption. 
The  sale  of  sterilized  milk  called  for  the  registration  of  the  retailer  and 
the  dealer,  and  it  became  necessary  for  supplementary  licences  and 
dealers’  licences  to  be  issued  with  the  consent  of  the  Council. 

The  greater  part  of  retail  milk  which  is  now  retailed  in  Cudworth 
appears  to  be  of  the  heat-treated  type  and  a fair  amount  of  tuberculin 
tested.  The  following  table  shows  the  holders  and  the  types  of  the 
supplementary  licences  which  they  have  been  granted  : — 

Messrs.  Northern  Dairies,  Ltd.,  Barnsley.  Holders  of  “Pasteur- 
ized,” “Sterilized”  and  “Tuberculin  Tested”  supplementary 
licences. 

Barnsley  British  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  Holders  of  “Pasteur- 
ized” and  “Tuberculin  Tested”  supplementary  licences. 

Messrs.  P.  C.  S.  Milk  Co.,  Ltd.,  Hull.  Holders  of  a “Pasteur- 
ized” supplementary  licence. 

The  improvement  in  the  methods  of  milk  distribution  put  into 
effect  during  late  1948  continued  during  the  year  1949,  and  the  whole 
of  the  milk  brought  into  Cudworth  from  heat  treatment  plants  situate 
outside  the  Council’s  area  is  in  covered  glass  bottles  delivered  to  the 
consumer  by  motor  vehicles  specially  constructed  for  that  type  of  duty. 
It  should  now  be  the  consumer’s  opportunity  to  show  appreciation  by 
providing  suitable  holders  for  the  milkman  to  deposit  the  full  bottle  of 
milk  and  to  place  the  emptied  clean  bottle  into  a suitable  wall-fixed 
receptacle  out  of  the  way  of  domestic  animals.  The  number  of  full 
and  empty  milk  bottles  left  in  situations  which  invite  the  attention  of 
dogs  and  cats  at  individual  dwellinghouses  is  appalling,  and  the  time 
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has  arrived  for  the  consumer  to  make  arrangements  to  receive  his  milk 
from  the  roundsman  in  a more  satisfactory  manner. 

The  following  persons’  names  appear  on  the  Council’s  register  of 
milk  retailers  and  wholesalers  : — 

(a)  Mr.  Wilfred  Brain,  Northfield  Laithe  Farm,  Cudworth. 

(b)  Mr  Tames  Mason,  Brickyard  Farm,  George  Street,  Cudworth. 

(c)  Mr. Walter  Beevers,  Manse  Farm,  277,  Barnsley  Road,  Cudworth, 

(d)  Mrs.  Emily  Jane  Hill,  Rose  Tree  Farm,  308,  Barnsley  Road, 

Cudworth. 

(e)  Messrs.  Peckett  Bros.,  Manor  Farm,  Lunn  Road,  Cudworth. 
If)  Mrs.  Sarah  Ann  Silverwood,  Lunn  Road  Farm,  Cudworth. 

(g)  Mr.  Walter  Ernest  Woodcock  (jun.).  Ring  Farm,  Lower 
Cudworth. 

(A)  Mr.  Walter  Ernest  Woodcock  (sen.),  Storrs  Mill  Farm,  Cud- 
worth. 

(/)  Barnsley  British  Co-op.  Society,  Ltd.,  Barnsley. 

(j)  Northern  Dairies  Ltd.,  Langdale  Road,  Barnsley. 

(k)  P.C.S.  Milk  Co.,  South  Coates  Lane,  Hull. 

(/)  Mr.  Roland  Rodbourne,  Sunny  Bank  Farm,  Lundwood, 
Barnsley. 

(w)  Mr.  Clifford  Brain,  Staincross,  Barnsley. 

(n)  Mr.  Ernest  Illingworth,  Shafton,  Barnsley. 

(o)  Mr.  Frank  Jacobs,  99,  Snydale  Road,  Cudworth. 

In  connection  with  the  aforementioned  list  the  following  notes 
apply 

Under  (a)  and  (b).  Neither  of  these  persons  now  produce  milk  for 
sale. 

Under  (A),  (e)  and  (/).  Milking  is  carried  out  by  power  driven 
machinery. 

Under  (c),  (e),  (/),  (g)  and  (A).  The  greater  part  of  the  milk  output 
at  these  farms  is  sent  for  heat  treatment  at  one  or  other  pasteur- 
izing plants. 

During  the  period  1st  January  to  30th  September,  1949,  ten  visits 
were  made  to  milk  producing  farms. 

MILK  SAMPLES  SUBMITTED  FOR  ANALYSIS  BY  THE 

PUBLIC  ANALYST. 

Samples  of  milk  purchased  during  the  course  of  delivery  to  con- 
sumers were  purchased  in  1949  in  accordance  with  the  following  list, 
which  shows  the  results  of  the  analyses  : — 


1949 

Retailer 

No. 

Analyst’s  Report 
(Parts  per  hundred) 

8th  February 

Northern  Dairies,  Ltd. 

339. 

Non-fat  solids  8.7 
Fat  3.6 

8th  February 

W.  Beevers 

340 

Non-fat  solids  8.9 
Fat  3.8 

8th  February 

R.  Rodbourne 

341 

Non-fat  solids  8.3 
Fat  3.6 

6th  April 

B.B.C.S.  Ltd. 

342 

Non-fat  solids  8.5 
Fat  3.5 
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1949 

Retailer 

No. 

Analyst’s  Report 

6th  April 

Woodcock  & Son 

343 

Non-fat  solids  8.5 
Fat  5.3 

6th  April 

Mrs.  E.  J.  Hill 

344 

Non-fat  solids  8.9 
Fat  4 . 3 

20th  April 

E.  Illingworth 

345 

Non-fat  solids  8.8 
Fat  3.5 

19th  May 

Peckett  Bros. 

346 

Non-fat  solids  8.7 
Fat  3.8 

19th  May 

C.  Brain 

347 

Non-fat  solids  8.8 
Fat  4.2 

19th  May 

Mrs.  S.  A.  Silverwood 

348 

Non-fat  solids  8.7 
Fat  3.5 

30th  August 

B.B.C.S.  Ltd. 

349 

Non-fat  solids  8.6 
Fat  3.6 

30th  August 

Mrs.  E.  J.  Hill 

350 

Non-fat  solids  8.5 
Fat  4 . 3 

30th  August 

R.  Rodbournc 

351 

Non-fat  solids  8. 1 
Fat  4.5 

(In  sample  No.  351,  although  the  non-fat 

solids  do  not 

comply  with  the  legal  standard, 
that  no  water  had  been  added 

the  Public  Analyst  certified 
to  the  milk). 

7th  December 

Peckett  Bros. 

352 

Non-fat  solids  8 . 8 
Fat  3.7 

7th  December 

Mrs.  S.  A.  Silverwood 

353 

Non-fat  solids  8 . 8 
Fat  3 . 9 

7th  December 

C.  Brain 

354 

Non-fat  solids  8 . 6 
Fat  3.8 

The  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  1901,  provides  in  Regulation  No.  1 
that  “Where  a sample  of  milk  (not  being  milk  sold  as  skimmed,  or 
separated  or  condensed,  milk)  contains  less  than  3 per  cent,  of  milk  fat, 
it  shall  be  presumed  for  the  purposes  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts,  until  the  contrary  is  proved,  that  the  milk  is  not  genuine,  by 
reason  of  the  abstraction  therefrom  of  milk-fat,  or  the  addition  thereto 
of  water. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

There  are  4 annually  licensed  slaughterhouses  situate  within  the 
Council’s  area,  although  none  of  the  4 are  used  for  slaughtering  animals 
for  sale  for  human  consumption.  Their  situation  is  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Rear  of  288,  Barnsley  Road  (occupied  by  Mr.  John  Walker, 

Butcher). 

(b)  Rear  of  218,  Pontefract  Road  (occupied  by  Mr.  Joseph  H. 

Holmes,  Butcher). 

(c)  Attached  to  217,  Barnsley  Road  (occupied  by  Miss  E.  Frankish, 

Butcher). 

(d)  Attached  to  Lunn  Road  Farm  (occupied  by  Messrs.  Silver- 

woods’,  Butcher). 

In  the  case  of  “(a)”  the  slaughterhouse  is  used  for  the  purpose  of 
meat  allocation  to  the  various  Cudworth  butchers  for  their  rationed 
customers. 

It  is  also  pleasing  to  note  that  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  British 
Transport  Executive  have  introduced  new  transport  vehicles  for  con- 
veying the  meat  from  the  Barnsley  Municipal  Abattoir.  The  type  of 
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vehicle  used  during  the  years  1939  to  1949  was  highly  unsuitable  for  the 
purpose,  being  a canvas  covered  lorry  with  an  open  back  which  invited, 
during  the  summer  months,  contact  with  the  outer  atmosphere,  resulting 
dust  and  other  matters,  and  fumes  discharged  from  the  exhaust  tubes  of 
the  engines. 

One  assumes  that  national  economics  have  been  responsible  for 
the  unsatisfactory  methods  which  have  been  used  in  the  decade  1939 
to  1949  for  the  transport  and  handling  of  meat,  and  something  can  be 
said  for  the  designation  “home  killed”  when  used  in  relation  to  meat 
offered  for  sale  in  Cudworth  in  the  period  previous  to  1939.  The 
animals  were  brought  in  “on  the  hoof”  and  slaughtered  as  near  to  the 
butcher’s  counter  as  was  possible.  The  slaughtering  premises  may  not 
have  reached  the  ideal  to  be  aimed  at,  but  the  circumstances  did  produce 
a Sunday  joint  that  was  made  in  Cudworth  with  the  minimum  amount 
of  handling  and  transport.  Under  present  methods  of  slaughtering 
control  the  resulting  produce  for  human  consumption  is  bound  to  be 
handled  and  transported  with  a far  greater  frequency  and  haphazard 
manner  than  is  the  case  where  the  “family  butcher”  deals  with  the  live 
animal  in  his  slaughterhouse.  The  imported  carcase  is  somewhat 
different,  but  it  does  usually  arrive  at  the  port  with  some  kind  of  cover- 
ing material,  but  following  the  arrival  there  is  the  terrific  number  of 
handlings  before  it  reaches  the  consumer’s  table  with  consequent  dis- 
figuring of  exposed  surfaces. 

It  has  often  been  stressed  in  these  annual  reports  of  the  desirability 
for  transport  workers  engaged  in  the  handling  of  meat  to  be  provided 
with  washable  outer  clothing,  which  ought  to  be  renewed  twice  daily, 
not  once  weekly,  and  quoting  private  industry,  even  during  the  war 
years,  of  equipping  vehicle  attendants  in  charge  of  bacon  transport 
vehicles  with  clean  white  combination  overalls,  which  appeared  to  be 
rarely  soiled,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  1949  we  witness  wholesale  ice 
cream  manufacturers  who  transport  pre-packed  material  in  refrigerated 
vans  with  two  attendants  clad  in  white  overalls,  but  the  very  necessary 
Sunday  joint  sees  no  such  treatment  during  transport. 

OTHER  FOODSTUFFS. 

Two  informal  and  two  legal  notices  were  served  during  1949  on 
occupiers  of  premises  to  execute  works.  Three  of  the  notices  were  in 
respect  of  limewashing  to  walls  and  ceilings  being  overdue.  The 
remaining  notice  was  in  respect  of  disrepair  to  fish  frying  premises 
situate  in  Sidcop  Road.  All  the  notices  were  complied  with.  At 
the  end  of  1949  legal  proceedings  were  pending  in  relation  to  the  food 
premises  320  Barnsley  Road,  where  a notice  to  execute  structural 
works  has  not  been  complied  with. 

During  the  year  1949  retailers  of  foodstuffs  sought  the  opinion  or 
assistance  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  relation  to  the  following  matters. 
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all  of  which  were  either  surrendered  for  destruction  or  returned  to  the 
Ministry  of  Food  : — 

46  lbs.  sausages. 

4 lbs.  honey. 

1 bottle  sauce. 

3 containers  of  jam. 

10  jars  pickles. 

2 tin  containers  of  beans. 

2 tin  containers  of  soups. 

1 jar  marmalade. 

70  lbs.  kippers. 

10  containers  of  condensed  milk. 

1 5 tin  or  glass  containers  of  fruit. 

2 tins  meat. 

1 packet  pastry  mixture. 

2 containers  processed  peas. 

2 tins  fish. 

36  lbs.  liquid  eggs. 

*48|  lbs.  butter. 

In  relation  to  the  item  marked  * the  retailer  complained  of  his 
inability  to  dispose  of  a week’s  butter  ration  to  his  registered  customers 
on  the  grounds  that  the  butter  tasted  “strong”  and  sought  the  assistance 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  with  a view  to  securing  its  being  certified 
as  unsound.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  informed  the  retailer  that  his 
customers  were  wrong  on  this  occasion,  and  that  the  butter  appeared 
to  be  sound,  no  certificate  being  given.  The  incident  occurred  in 
August,  during  the  warm  weather,  and  at  the  end  of  a further  four  days 
the  material  became  unsaleable,  having  become  rancid  after  the  first 
examination. 

RODENT  CONTROL  (The  Destruction  of  Rats  and  Mice). 

The  occupiers  of  the  undermentioned  premises  lodged  complaints 
with  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  1949,  on  the  presence  of  rodents  : — 
29  St.  John’s  Road  ; 186  Barnsley  Road  ; 181  Birkwood  Avenue  ; 
31  Bloemfontein  Street;  1 Batty  Avenue;  8 9 Market  Place; 
George  Street  Allotments ; Modern  School ; John  Smith 
Methodist  Church;  113  Snydale  Road;  Coal  Pit  Lane  Allot- 
ments ; Weetshaw  Lane  Cottages  ; St.  George’s  Hall. 

In  all  the  above  cases  biscuits  poisoned  with  Barium  Carbonate 
were  supplied  to  the  complainants  and  with  the  exception  of  the  John 
Smith  Methodist  Church,  there  appeared  to  have  been  some  success. 
In  the  case  of  the  Methodist  Church  (which  abuts  on  to  the  Council’s 
premises  at  the  rear  of  the  Church  and  in  close  proximity  to  the 
mortuary)  the  first  method  of  treatment  was  unsuccessful  and  a different 
type  of  treatment  was  tried  out.  The  second  type  of  treatment 
(specially  prepared  rat  lime  of  a proprietary  brand)  proved  to  be  of  some 
use,  some  ten  rodents  being  caught  and  killed  on  the  spot. 

The  Council’s  refuse  tip  in  Weetshaw  Lane  continued  throughout 
1949  to  be  treated  against  rodents  by  the  British  Ratin  Co.  Ltd.  under 
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contract.  In  December  the  cottages  opposite  the  tip  reported  the 
existence  of  rats  in  the  houses  and  vicinity  thereof.  Pending  the 
arrival  of  the  Ratin  Company’s  operator  to  deal  with  the  tip  as  an  urgent 
matter,  barium  carbonate  biscuits  were  laid  in  the  affected  cottage. 
At  the  end  of  the  month  the  complaining  occupier  agreed  that  since  he 
had  laid  down  the  biscuits  no  further  rodents  had  been  seen  or  heard. 


The  Council’s  Mortuary  and  Surroundings. 

With  a view  to  meeting  its  obligations  for  prevention  of  rodent 
infestation  of  the  Council’s  mortuary  certain  works  costing  some  ,^195 
were  carried  out  during  the  year  1949. 

Mention  is  made  above  that  the  Methodist  Church  premises  abut 
on  to  the  approach  to  the  Council’s  mortuary,  being  separated  therefrom 
by  a stone- built  boundary  wall  some  4 ft.  in  height,  and  from  time  to 
time  there  have  been  rodent  infestations  in  the  Church  premises. 

Some  two  years  ago  the  Church  authority,  by  reason  of  dilapidation, 
re-built  the  stone  boundary  wall,  presumably  with  the  intention  of  seal- 
ing off  the  approach  to  the  mortuary  and  preventing  rodents  gaining 
access  to  the  Church  premises  through  the  dilapidated  stone  work. 
Some  40  yards  of  the  wall  was  completely  re-built  in  black  lime  and 
finished  with  a concreted  coping. 

Representations  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the 
appropriate  Committee  of  the  Council  dealing  with  rodent  control  that 
the  existing  arrangement  for  baling  collected  or  salvaged  waste  paper 
should  be  removed  from  the  mortuary  surroundings  and  the  work  of 
baling  should  be  carried  out  at  the  Council’s  refuse  tip  in  Weetshaw 
Lane,  and  the  Committee  agreed  to  forward  a recommendation  to  this 
effect  to  the  Countil.  The  recommendation  was  accepted  and  at  a cost 
of  ;;C115  a new  pre-fabricated  concrete  hut  was  erected  at  the  tip,  and 
all  collected  and  salvaged  waste  paper  has  now  been  removed  from  the 
vicinity  of  the  mortuary,  is  deposited  in  the  hut  at  the  tip  and  is  baled 
and  pressed  immediately  after  collection. 

Another  matter  dealt  with  in  connection  with  rat-proofing  of  the 
mortuary  was  the  re-construction  of  the  drainage  system  provided  for 
the  building.  In  periods  of  very  heavy  rain  the  inside  and  the  outside 
surroundings  of  the  mortuary  were  subject  to  flooding.  When  the 
flood  waters  had  subsided  a black,  filthy  deposit  was  always  left  to  be 
dealt  with  either  by  the  lady  responsible  for  keeping  the  mortuary 
clean  internally  or  by  the  personnel  of  the  General  Works  Department 
clearing  away  the  muck  left  outside  the  building..  It  was  felt  that  the 
residue  might  be  a source  of  encouragement  to  rats,  etc.,  and  repre- 
sentation was  again  made  to  the  appropriate  Committee  to  expend  a 
further  sum  of  ^^80  for  drainage  reconstruction.  The  work  was  carried 
out  and  since  its  completion  there  has  been  no  further  flooding  of  the 
mortuary  and  its  surroundings. 
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Although  the  amount  of  money  spent  in  1949  for  the  purpose  of 
rodent  prevention  may  appear  to  be  heavy,  it  is  very  desirous  that 
certain  other  works  should  be  executed  and  other  arrangements  be  made 
regarding  the  mortuary  surroundings,  and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  when  the  Council  considers  its  estimates  for  the 
financial  year  1950/51,  to  make  representations  for  further  improvements 
to  the  surroundings  of  the  mortuary  which,  after  all,  is  a public  build- 
ing provided  for  a very  vital  purpose,  and  which  calls  for  the  best  of 
practical  measures  to  be  taken  to  make  both  the  building  and  its  sur- 
roundings rodent-proof. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

MAURICE  BENNETT, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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